TO THE PEOPLE OF CORN ECU GOT. 




THE' official: acts. 

OF ■ 

BOTH PAEf lES ' 

IN EELATION TO THIS QUESTION. 



It is an oft repeated assertion by the Fremont press at the nortb, that the democratic 
party are in favor of the extenaion cf slavery; and f bis assertion has been tod frequently 
repeated, in terms that ccuM not be tnisuDderstocdj from the pulpit-^too oilen for the 
credit of those ministera of the gospel, whose sacred calling should forbid an assertion 
not warranted by truth. It is not intended here to <;harge ministers of the gospel with 
a deliberate design to pervert the facta ; but we dd say that they cannot be^ justified in 
delivering. ^political Bermons, and they certainly are not jostified in pr<?achrag snch 
sermons, without at least, informing themselves upon the qnestwTis which ifaey £ittempt 
to discuss. It is unquestionably true that the cause of religion suffers when the roinister 
tarns from his calling, and involves himself in party strife; and more especially is this 
the case when he misrepresents the party which he opposes, even through ignorance of 
their position, and fiisserts before his congregation, or in private con ver8ati6% that this 
party is in favor of the extension of slavery, when the record proves that such is riiot the 
fact. From a partisan press, devoted to the success of a paxty which ap^peals to the 
passions rather than to the reason of men — a party whose, leaders and presses devote 
much tinmo in making irritating remarks against an entire section of onr common 
country, and is striving for guccess upon a~ purely sectional issue — from such a press, 
in its heated zeal, we may not expect entire fairness, but from th«, pulpit, when its 
ministers engage in political questions, we have a right to demand that they shall more 
fully inform themselves, and more truly represent the great national party of the country 
than they have in repeated instances during the present campaign, when advising thei'r 
heariers to support the party of freedom" against " the party which favors slavery ex- 
tension'" — using the catch words of the Fremorst presses and orators, which ^on'7ey an 
untruthful idea, in order to designate the party which they instvuct their hearers to sup- 
port. 

The Democratic party does not favor the extension of slavery ; but resting its orgaai- 
mtion upon the principles ot 'our government, they do not attempt to coerce the people 
of any locality of this republic into any special measure relating to slavery. Under oor 
government the people of fifteen States tolerate slavery; in sixteen States they forbid 
ita exi^;rence among tbemselvee. The general government has no power to legislate upon 
the snbject of slavery in their respective localities. The Democratic party has embodied 
the sa52ae principles in its platform ; and on these principles the entire party, wit^ its 
complete organizations in all of the thirty -one States of the Union, now stands, appealing 
to the people v/hoise rights this great national party defends to decide upon thesouudness 
of its principles and the justness of its cause. A quotation from some journal of extreme 
views does not fix the principles of the Democratic party. But its national platform, 
adopted by every State of the Union, does establish those prineipies; and to this we can 
appeal for the true sentiments of the party. This platform, unanimously adopted by the 
Democratic Katlond Convention last June^ lays 4own the principles of the Democratic 
party upon the subjcftt of slavery as follows: 
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PRINCIPLES OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY ON THE SUBJECT Ol*' 

SLAVERY. 

L'e?olv£d, That wc reiterate, vrith ^e^e^^'on energy of purpose, the wcU-considerod declaratioos of former Oaa- 
Tcntions upon the sectional issue of rtois.»;siic slavery, and conceraing the reserved rigihts of the Btatcs— ■ 

1. That CongreKs has no power vinder the Constitutioii to interfere with or control the domestic inatitutiona of 
the several States, and that all auch States are the sole and proper judges of everything appertaining to their 
om. {i.ffairs, not prohibited by tho Constitution ; tliat all efforts of the abolitionists or others, made to induce 
Congress to interfere with questions of slavery, or to t:u:e incipient steps in relation thereto, iire civlculated to 
lead to the most alarming and dangerous.' consequences ; and that all such efforts have au inevitable tendency 
to diminish • the happiiie£3 of the people, and endanger the stability aud permanency of the Union, and ought 
not to be countenanced by any friends of our political inatitations. 

2. That the foregoing proposition covers, and was intended to embrace, the hole subject of slavery aRitatioa 
in Congress ; and therefore t;he Democratic party of the Union, standing on this national platform, will abide 
by and adhere to a, faithful execution of the acta known as the Compromise Measures, settled l)y the Congress of 
1S50; "the act for reclaiming fugitives from servic&or labor" included, ^hich act being designed to carry 
out an express provision of the Constitution, cannot witn fidelity thereto be repealed, or so changed as to 
destroy or impair its eiFicicncy. 

3. That the Democratic party will resist all attempts at renewing, in Congress Of out of it, the agitation of the 
BisTcry qaestion, under whatoyer shape or color the attempt may be made. 

4. That the Democratic party will faithfully a?3ide Ky and uphold the principle?) laid down in the Kentucky 
and Virginia resolutions of 1T92 and 1T9S, and In the report of Mr. Madison to the Virginia legislature, ia 
179!) ; that it adopts those principles as constituting one of the main foundations of its poUlical creed, and ia 
resolved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and import.. 

And that we may more distinctly meet the issue on which a sectional party, subafeting exclusively on slavery 
agitation, now relies to test the fidelity of the North and South to the Constitution and the Union:— 

1. i?c!S'7/y«(i, That claiming fellowship with and desiring the co-operation of all who regard the preservation 
of the 1701011 under the Constitution as the paramount issus ; and repudiating all sectional parties and platforras 
concerning domestic slavery, which seek to embroil the States and incite to treason and armed resistance to law 
in the Territories ; and whose avowed purposesi if consumciated, must end in civil war and disunion, the 
American Democracy recognize and adopt the principles contained in the organic laws establishing the Terri- 
ttonea of Kansas and Nebraska as embodying ths only sound and safe solutlojrof the " shavery question" upon 
which the great national idea of the people of this whole country ^hn repose in its determined conservatism of 
the Union— NoN-iNTEaFERRSCK bv Con«kss3 witu Slavery in State Ae<D Tbkbitort or ik thr Distiivct op 

COLtJMBU, ; : 

S,, That , this, was Uie basis of the Compromises of 1850, oonilrmed by both the Democratic and Whig parties 
!n national co^iventions ; ratified by the people in the election of 1852, and rightly ap']>Ued to the organization of 
Territories in 1S54. 

8. That by the uniform application of this democratic principle to the organization of Territories, and to the 
admission of new States, with or without domest?-) slavery, as they may ekct, the equal rights of all the Static 
will be preserved inti\cf, tlio original compacts of the Constitution maintained iaviiilate, and the perpetuity and 
-> espansiou of thia 'Jnion ine vred to ita utmost capacity of embracing, in peace and harmony, every futaro 
Ain<n*ican State tViat may he con[3titutiid or aanexed, with a republican form of government. 

i?&{w2m?, That we recogniEi the right of the people of all the Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, 
i acting through the legally and fairly expreiised will of a majority of actual residents, ar.d whenever tlie number 
of their inhabitants justihes it, to, form a Constitution, with or without domestic slavery, and be admitted into tho 
Union upon terms of perfect equality with the otner States. 

Here are the principles of the Democratic party upon the subject of dotriestic slavery 
in the States and Territories. Is there a word in this^ declaration of priiicinles favoring 
" the extension of slavery ?•' Not one. It repudiates sectional pii,rtie8 and plaiform.s, 
which se-ek to embroil the States and incite to treason and armed resistance to law in 
the Territories ; whose avowed purposes most end in civil war and disunion. The 
position of the Denaocratic party is embraced in the v.'ords following, via: 

It being the true intent and meaning of this act ,not, to legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor to 
exclude it therefrom; but to leavk tub people 'rHBREoy PERFKOtLy frek to fohm amx> KEGaLATrs tjjejk ooukst-ja 
l$r?iTiTUTioits IN TUEIH OWN WAY, pubject Only to the OonstivUlion of the United States. 

These are the principles of ihe Demoerrdic party, Thf\y do not " extend siavery." 
They do not uphold it They do not aan-ction iu But under our form of government, 
^ftej^eop/e of Kansas and N^ebraska mu&t make iheir own Constitutions, as the peonle 
of each of the existiut^ Stares of the Union havt '.ione before them. In tins way, the 
slavery que ,,.,.- ; will be settled among them as it has been with us ; and in tht-ir hands 
the Democ ,iC party leave it, refusing to intvi 'ere uiih a lova! queBtiO'U among a people 
who are not only competent but bave the rigiit to mai!a;:e their own affairs. '.Vill tho 
reader reflect upon this position of the Democratic party with candor, and satisfy him- 
self whether it does' not embrace a just principh.'. and one ihat must he adopted when 
the Consiiiuiions of Kan:sas and i\ebraska sh.aU htjormed? 

Having laid before the reader thu true principles of the dbthoerauc party on the slaverv 
question — pr'-A*'/les which are in accordance with tho weil-establiahed doctrines of our 
governm*^' , V ^d v/hich decUire that the people of a, Terrivory ure as CJcfif ble of inan;iiring 
, this quesiiou for themselves as are the people of the States for thcmKelvesi — we wilTpro- 
eeed to give, from official records, the 
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PRINCIPLES OF THE FEK MONT PARTY ON THE SUB-H^CT OF SLAVERY. 

in publtshnrg the. official r{^eor<.i, of , the Ffomont party, it may be proper to say, that 
their professions do not coincide with their tictu in all cases, nor indeed upon the most 
vital part of the maiin lasue which they choosf: to present. This arises, without doubt^ 
from the fact thnt th^?y have no weil'definedi viev/s nor fixed principles upon. this subject 
of slavery, about which they talk and write so much. We Khali show that, while they 
profesa to be most earnestly opposed to the extension of slavery, they have in a body, in 
the House of Rc-presentativea, at WaHhingion, voted fo^' a law which extended slavery 
over a lart^e tract of territory now free ; and that, while professing hostility, to the fugitive 
siavt- law,, they, in a special manner, voted to extend its provisions, without qualification; 
over Kan.sas; and that, while nsing the coarsest epithets against certain lav/s of the 
Kansas legislature, they passed, an &ct, acknowledging and confirming them. The 
official record will show these facts. We cannot accoilnt for such surprising inconsis- 
tencies, except upon the ground that tin? party io whom they r,ttach has no fixed and 
\,ell defined principles and that they are contending for success inLthis election upon 
professions which they find to be wholly iiu practicable when brought to the test of a 
legislaliye act — professions used for electibheering purposes, without regard to their 
soundness, or that alienation of friendship between different sections of the country, 
v?hich such unprincipled conduct is well calculated to produce. 

Now we will bring forward the record of the votes and the proposed law of the Fremont 

v^^'j-, . \ . ■ ■ ' 

On the 29th of July, 1856, the House of Representatives passed "a.n.actto re-oi-ganize 
the territory. of Kansas, and for other purposes/' commonly known as ''Dunn's bill" It 
was voted for by every Republican or Fremont member, exceptMi'.' Letter of Ohio. The 
first section provides: - 

'*That all tlmt part of the territory of the Dnited States which lies between the parallels of thirty-sik degi'eea 
and thirty minutes and forty degreea of north iatittlde, and which is east of the eastern boundary of ; the Tsrrfi ; 
tory of Utah, to the southeast icorner thereof, and east of a line thence due south to the aaid paralist of thirty- 
six degrees thirty minatce north latitude, and is bounded on the east by the western boundaryjofthe State of 
Missouri shall constitute one Territory, and shall be and hereby is, constituted and organized into a temporary 
governnient by the uame,of the Territory of Kansas." 

This includes about fifteeu thousand square miles of territory within the limits of 
New Mexico, now free territory. Over this territory the bill proposed to extend slaveri/ t\\\ 
the year 1858 — apeiiod without doubt beyond the time when this territory will be admitted 
as a State ; and it is proposed also to establish hereditary slavery, without providing that 
children born after the passage of this act, and prior to 1858, shall be slaves for' life, and 
also their posterity after them. This provision is in the 24th section of the bill, and is 
as follows 

" Provided, however, Thai ar.y person I^ufaUy held to scrvtceni either of said Territories shall nGt'le discharged 
from siich^servkc by reason of such repeal and rt vu-ai. of said ei'Jdk section, if s^ich person shall he fcnnanently ' 
removed fr(.im such Territory or Territories prior io this''fiM day of January, eisihtccn hundred and flfty-eioU'; 

ANB ANY CmLD OR CHU-DKEN BOKN IN KITHrR OF SAID TjSF jaTOKlElj Oi? AiJY FSMALjE lAWfTIXY IJEU) To'&IiRVIGE, IF 
15 LIKE SrnNiSER REMoVicij WirUOUT SAID TliJiWTOMES IJEFOliK THK UXPIRATIOS OF THAT DATE, SHAIX KOT BE, BT 
RFASOSOF AKYTHING IN THIS ACT, E5IAX0ILPATEU ?K01I ANT BERVIOS IT MIGHT HAVE OWEID HAH TlliS ACT HEVER BKEN 
PASSED," 

And this same section most unequivocally endorses an4 re-affirms the fugitive slave 
bill, in the following words; , 

" ^nd provided further, Tliat any person lawfully held to service in any other State or Territory of the United 
States, and e-caping into either the territory of Kancas os- Nebraska, may be reclaimed and removed to the 
person or place where such service is due under any law of tJie United States which shall be in force upon th^ 
tubjecl," 

This act first repeals the law which leoves the control of the slavery question in the 
hands of the people themselves, and then extends slavcrif'''' over Kansas and a part of 
New Mexico, till the year 1858, and this is unquestionably as long as it could be ex- 
tended over those territories by an act of Congress, as the people will probably organize 
State governments before the expiration of that time, when they will most certaiioly 
"perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way." 

Here is a positive act for the extension of slavery," over Kansas and a part of New- 
Mexico— an act voted for and passed by the Pi-epublicans of the lower houi^e of Congress, 
and which was opposed and voted against by the Democratic members in a body. ' This 
act not only established slavery in these territories, and also in New Mexico, where it 
kift neper hccn saneiioned, hnt made child-en born therein of slave parents, and their 
posterity, slaves for life. Here is ait act which weighs down the profesnons of the Fre- 
mont party. The yeas and nays were ordered on this bill in the'^Honjse, and it was 
passed, yeas 88, nays 74, as follows: 
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reav-Me^r.^ Albright, AUiaon, Ba'.l, Barboiir, Kensoii, l^isihnp, Bliss, Bi-aflsfiMw, Tlrenton, Buffinxt^>n, .famca 
H. CAmpb;^!!, Ljwis U. Campbeil, Ch iffric, Ctawson, Ooifax, Couiiiis, C'ovode, Ouraback, Dainrel!, Daaii, Dick, 
DodJ, Dunn, Durfee, Edic. Edwivnlfl, Emne, tilnglur, Gi.lilinKS, Gi'-bert, Gransei', Grow, Robin-t n. Ilali, K.ivSan, 
Hiirri!iC>n, Ilaviin, UoUowny, Thomas R Horlon, Vfilentlm; B. Uorton, VIiiglHton, Kelsay, Kintr, Knapp, Kalght, 
KnowUon, Knox, Kunkel, Mattcaon, ?il,;0;u t.y, Killian Miller, Mooce, Moi-gnn, Mon-il!, Mchols, Norton, Andrew 
OUver, Parker, IViton, Perry, PelUt, Prinj^ie , Pui vianoe, Ritchie, Snbin, Sngy, Sapp, Shenn'i.n, Simtninia, Spinneih, 
Stanton, Strn,nahan. T;ippun, Thurdton, Todd, Trdfton, Wfulti, Wakenian, \V^.Ibri(5K0, Waldron, CiuiwaUftder 0. 
Washburne, Elihu B. Waahburae, brat'l Waahburne, Watsor., Welch, Wells, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood worth— 33. 

.^'■^I!/s--Mea3r3■ Aiken, Barksdale, \5ell, Hawio, Branch, Broona, B irnett, John P. CampboH, OarliSe, CarutherB, 
Caski'e, Howell Cobb, Williarason R V/. Oobb, Cox, Craige, OrawTord, Oalleri, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Penver, Dowdcll, Elmundson, English, Faulkner, Fost&r, Goode, Greenwood, J. Morri-:OM Uarri". Sampson W. 
Ilarrig, Thomas I... Ilirris, Houston, .Tcwtitt, George W. Jonea, J. Glancy Jones, Kenfiett, Kidwell, Lake, Leiter, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 9. Mavahall, Ma.xwell, Smith J'liUer, Millson, Packer^ Peck, Plielps, Powell, 
Puryear, Quitnmn, Rcade, Ready, Rioaud, Rivera, Rulftn, g-avage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smilh, 
Sneed, Stevens, St-cwarfc, Swope,- Taylor, 'frippei, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Wiarucr, Wutkins, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer-T t. 

Thus ifc will be seen, that vrhilc the enth'e republican party (with one splHary exception) voted for this odioua 
measure, every democrat in the House voted agaiust it. In the Senate it was referred to the Committee oh Ter- 
ritories, tvhei'e its proriaions wore carefully examined «nd thoroughly exposed in a report which w&a concurred 
in. by five wf the six members of the committee. Mr. Coliamer made a minority report, In which he attempts to 
palliate some of the nionstrout) provisions of the bill, but does not dispute the corroctneas of any one fact stated 
ill the report of" tlie ccmmitteo. Aft^r these two reports had been read to the Senate, and the subject had 
become thoroughly understood, the bill was laid on the table, with the distinct understanding that it should be 
desmed a test vote, on the rejection of the bill. The vote was as follows : 

Feas— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell, of Tennessee, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Brigl t, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, 
Caas, Clay, Douglas, Evans, Pitzpatrick, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, .'fones, of Tenneagee, Mallory, Mason, 
Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson, of Kentuckyy Thomson, of Now Jersey, Toombs, 
Toucey, Weller, Wri'',ht, Yulee—Sil 

JVays—Messrs. Bell, of Nevr Hampshire, Coliamer, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Poster, Hale, Karlan, Seward, 
Trumwul!, Wade, Wilson—lS. 

Thus, it appears, that every republican (all the supporters of Fremont) in the Senate roted against the rejec- 
tion of this bill, or, in other words, every one of them declared by his vote that he was in favor of the passage 
of the bill, while every democrat voted to kill the bill. But one friend of Fremont ('ur. ?vAw;.,rd) cxin esscd his 
dissent to any part of the bill •, all the rest leaving it to be inferred that they were readj if. vol-e for the bill atJ 
U stood, " 

We have already remarked that this bill not only "extended slavery," but that it re- 
cognized th|jj|iaw3 of Kansas, which the Republicans object to in the severest terms 
before the people, (and a portion of which the Democratic pariy have never approved of.) 
Here h the proof tljat the Republiean.'S recognisied those law.s. The following sieciiona 
were voted for and passed by the same gentlemen named in the '' yeas" just quoted, the 
gentleman named in the ''nays" voting ajrainvSt them: 

In oppo.sing this law the Senate's committee remarked: 

Sec. 15. Andhi-il fHTlhcr cnnchxl, That all suits, process, ariG proceedingfi, civil and criminal, iaw and in 
chancery, and all indictments and informations which shidl be pending atid undetermined in (lie courts of the 
Territory of Kansas or of New Mexico, when this act shall take effect, shall remain in said courts where pend- 
ing, to be heard, tried, prosecuted, and determined in such courts as though this act had not been passed: 
Provided. veveTihd<:t>!f, That all criminal prosecutions now ponding in any of the courts of the Tcvritoiy of 
Kansas, imputing to any person or perwons the crime of treason against ii)e United States, and all criminal 
prosecutions, by information oir indietmwit, agaiust.any person or persons for any alleged violation or disregard 
whatever of what arc usually known as tke laws of the legislature of li'an.sas, shall be forthwith dismissed by the 
courts where such prosecutions >uny foe pending, and every person who nuiy be restrained of his liberty by reason 
of any of said pro?ecmions shall be released therefrom without delay. Nor shnll there hereafter, bo institutedi 
any criminal prosecution in any of the courts of the United States, or of said Territory, against any person or 
persons, for any such charge of treason in the said Territory prior to the passage of this act, or tiny violation oi 
disregard of said legishitive enactments at any time. 

Sec. 16. And heit/urikfir cnadal, Tiiat all justic/^s of the peace, const ablps, sheritTij, ai}d all otlier judicial and 
ministerial officers, who shall be in oflice within the limits of said Territory when this act shall take et?ect, shall 
bo, and Ihpy are hereby, authoriKcd arid required to continue to exercise imd perform the duties of their respec- 
tive offices as ofiicers of the Territory of Kansas teniporarily, and until they or others shah be duly appointed 
and qualilled to ail the'r places in the manner herein directed, or until their ofiices shall be abolished, 

" It will be observed that tiiese two sections recognize the validity and binding force of the entire code of laws 
enacted at the Bhawnee Mission by the legishuurc of Kansas 'i'crriiory, and provide for the faithful execution of 
all those enactnients except tiie criminal co<ie. All justices of the peace, constables, sheriffs, and all other 
^udlcial and ministerial otJicers now in oOice, are required to continue to exercise and perform the duties of their 
respective ofiices. All these officers, with the exception of the governor, three judges, isecretary, and marshal, 
and district attorney, were elected or appointed under the laws enacted by the legislature of Kansas, while their 
powerH, functions, ami duties are all prescribed by those laws, and none olhcr.=?. These cfiicers are all re?.ji:ired 
to continue to perform the duties of their respective offices, by observing and enforcing all the laws enacted at 
the Siiawnee Mission, except the criminal code. ' All suits, procesr^, and" proceedings, civii and crimisial, at 1 tvr 
and in chancery, and all indictments and informations which shall be 'pending and undetermined In the courts 
of the Territory of Kansas or Kew Elexico when this act shall tf^ke effect shall remain in said conrta where 
pending, to he heard, tried, prosecuted, and detevmiiied in such courta A3 thouou tuih act ,uai» not t^kkn pa,ssei>.' 
The election laws, and the laws concerjiing slaves and slavery., and all laws protecting the rights of persojis and 
property, and affecting all the reiiitions of life, ar"; lecogniyed as valid, and rcqnireti to bo enforced, kxcki'tinu 
OKUtuiAU PROSECUTiONii, It? iNFOitMATios ou iNDicTiU'.NT, for Violating or disregarding the laws of th(! legislature 
of Kansas. All such prosecutions are required to be forthwith dismissed, and the "prisoners set at liberty, and 
no new proKccutiona are «o be oomtnenced for ' any violation or disregard of tiaid legislative enactmcjitj at any- 
time.' Bucli !3 tlie Icgishitipn pro^'ided fr.r ih these two sections of the hiil. They recognize the validity of the 
5aw.s enacted at Shawnee Mission, and f.rovide f(>r the enforcement of all of them, exce]>t in cases of Oiiminal 
prosecution." 

Here are official leconls which can never be elfaced. The Democratic party declnrcd 
in their platform that f.ht people of the I'errttories should be perfectly free to' form und 



regulate tbeir own domestic institutions, in Oongre!?3 the Democraiio members havo 

sustained this principle by their votes. "When the Fremont members presented them 

with a bill actually extending slaverij into the Territories, the Democrats unitedly voted 

against it j the Fremont members, with only one exception, voting for It. The Fremont 

men, in their platform, declare : 

"That it 13 both the right and the imperative dut^ of Oongres.'^ to prohibit in the Terntoriea tfeoso twixn relics 
oi barbarism, polygiuoy and Hlavery," 

T\m is their prolession before the people, that Conf,n'ess, not the people of the Terri- 
tory, shall prohibit polygamy and slavery. Of the ain of polygamy, however, claimiag 
the right and the duty to coQtrol it, they say but little, and have never introduced a 
proposition in either House. to prohibit it. It docs not equal " bleeding Kansas," kept 
"bleeding by the Fremont party, who have l;ieen busy to enlist men and. furnish Sharpe's 
ria«s for that object, and it is merely placed in the platform and there permitted to 
sleep, by the very men who declare that it is their "imperative duty " to prohibit it. 
And they declaro, too, that it is their "impen^tive duty " to take the seitlement of the 
slavery question from the hands of the people of Kansas, and prohibit the existence- of 
slavery among them 5 but their recorded votes upon the journals of Congress show that 
they sustained a proposed laio which actually tiiprxded slavery over that Territory and 
a part of another, for a period which, in all human probability, will reach beyond the 
existence of any territorial gaverament over those localities. 

Will the reader compare the conduct of the Democratic party with that of the Fremont 
party ? ' , , 

The Democrats lay down their principles, and by their official a^ts sustain those 
principles. 

The Fremont party atlopt a principle — makig the presidential issue upon it — and then, 
by its official act, repudiates and utterly overthrows that principle. 

The Fremont party charge- the Democrats with a desire to extend slavery. 

The professions, the platform, and the official votes of the Democratic party, a weep 
away that charge as a b?ise fabrication. The Democrats vote against an act extending 
slavery. , 

The Fremont party before the people with pledges and profes-sions of hostility to 
slavery and slave extension — ever, declaring it to be their imperativsij duty to take the 
flubjfict out of the hiiiuk of the people by an actcf Congress — and then record their V/otes 
to extend slavery and" to sustain the Fugitive Slave act. 

The Fremonters complain bitterly of certain objeclionable iav.rs in Kansas, and charge 
the Democrats with b^jing responsible for them. 

The democrats, on the part of the Senate, repealed those laws. (See Senate bill 
authorising the people of Kansas to form a State government.) 

The Fremont party, on the part of the House, defeated that repeal^ and rejected the 
entire bill. . , 

The Senate'.s committee of conference (democrats) proposed to repeal ail of the objec- 
tionable laws of Kajisas, without qualification, or any provision whatever attached to th$ 
repealing act. 

The committee on the part of the House (Fremont men) rejected this proposition, and 
declared that the House would not consent to it. 

V/by? Because "bleeding Kansas," and the "bad laws of Kansas," constituted all 
of their political stock in trade 5 and the Fremont party desired that those laws should 
remain, whilst they were sending armed men into the Territory, under Lane, to keep the 
civil war alive* 

The reader should remember that the Freynont charge, that ilie democratic party is in 
favor of extending slavery, neycr Ar/s been and never can be siistainedl>i/ proof. But that 
the fact that the Fremont party in Congress has voted to extend shivery is proved by 
the official record. 

Resohed, That the American Democracy place their trust In the intelligence, the patifi- 
otism, and the discriminating justice of the American people. 

Resolved, That we regard this as a distiuctivo feature of our political creed, which we are 
proud to maintain beforo the world, as. the groat moral element in a form of government 
springing from and upheld by the popular will ; and we contrast it with the creed and prac- 
tice of Federalism, under whatever name or iorm, which seeks to palsy the will of the con- 
stituent, and whicli conceivcfi no imposture c(/0 monstrous for the pojixilar credulity. 

Resolved, therefore, That, entertaining these. view3, the Oeroocratic party of this Union, 
through t};eir delegates assembled in a general convention, coming together in a spirit pf 
concord, of devotion to the doctrines and faith of a free representative government, and ap- 
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^Kialing to tlioir follow- citizens for the rectitude of thoir intentions, renew anvi re-ar-sort before 
'the A'borican pooplo the declarations of principles avovred by them when, on former occa- 
eions in general convention, they have pi-esentod thoir cn.rididatefl for the popular suffragts. 

1. That the federal government is one of limited powfir, derived solely from the Constittt- 
tion ; and the grants of power made therein ought to be strictly construed by all the depart- 
«5euts and iiffcnts of the government ; and that it is inexpedient and dangerous to oxerck« 
doubtful con~stitutiona} powers; 

2. That the Constitution does not confer upon the general goverumont the power to com- 
mence and carry on a general system of internal improvements. 

3. That the Constitutjon, does not confer authority tipon the federal government, directly 
or indirectly, to assunse tJie debts of the several States, contracted for local and internal im- 
provements, or other State purposes ; nor would such assumption be just or expedient. 

4. That justice and soand policy forbid the federal government to foster one branch of 
industry to the detriment of any other, or to cherish the interests of one portion to^the irsjury 
of another portion of our coimnion country ; that every citizen and every section of the coun- 
try has a right to delno,nd and insist upon an equality of rights and privileges, and to com- 
plete an ample protection of persons and property from domestic vioienco or foreign agg-res- 
sion. . . . _ ' . 

5. That it is the duty of every branch of the government to enforce a,iid practice the most 
rigid economy in conducting our public affairs, and tha-t no more reveoue ought to be raised 
thfin is required to defray tiie necessary expenses of the government, and for the gradual bat 
certain extinction of the public debt. 

6. That the proceeds of the public lands ought to be sacredly applied to tlie national ob- 
jects specified in the Constitution ; and that we a-re opposed to any law for the distribution of 
such proceeds among the States, as alike inexpedient in policy and repugnant to the Con- 
stitutioHi ■ 

7. That Congress has no power to charter a national bank ; that we believe such an insti- 
tution one of deadly hostility to the best interests of the country, dajagerous to our repub- 
lican institutions and the liberties of the people, and calculated to place the business of the 
country within the control af a concentrated money power, and above the la.ws and the will 
of the people ; and that the results of Democratic- legislation in this and all other financial 
measures upoii which issues have been made between the two political parties of the country, 
have demonstrated to candid and practical menof all parties their soiiudness, safety, and 
utility in all business pursuits. 

8. That the sepaVation of the moneys of the government from banking institutions is in» 
dispensable for the safety of the funds of the goveii'nment and the rights of the people. 

9. That we are decidedly opposed to taking^from the President the qualified veto power, by 
which he is enabled, under restrictions and fesponsibiiities aiTiply sufiieieTu to guard the 
public interests, to suspend the passage of a bill whoso merits cannot secure the approval of 
two-thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, until the judgment of the people 
can be obtained thereon, and which has saved the American people from the corrupt and 
tyrannical domination of the Bank of the United States, and from a corrupting system of 
gesioral internal improvements. 

10. That the liberal principles embodied by Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, 
and sanctioned in the Constitution, which makes ours the land of liberty, and the asylum '^f 
the oppressed of every nation, have ever been cardinal principles in the Democratic faitu, 
and every attempt to abridge the privilege of becoming citizens and the owners of soil 
among us, ought to be resisted v.'ith the same spirit which swept the alien and sedition laws 
from our statute books. 

And wHEiREAs, Since the foregoing declaration was uniform,ly adopted by our predecessors 
in national -conventions, an adverse political and religious test has been secretly organized 
by a party claimiiig to be exclusivelj' American, it is propsr that the American Democracy 
should clearly define its relation thereto, and declare its determined opposition to ail secret 
political societies, by whatever name they may be called — 

Resalvedf That the foundation of this union vif States having been laid in, and its prosperity, 
expansion, and pre-eminent example in free government built upon, entire freedom in matters 
of religious concerarnent^ and no respect of person in regard to rank or place of bjrlh, no party 
can justly be deemed national, constitutional, or in accordance with American principleSj, 
which bases its exclusive organization upon religious opinions and accidental birth-place j and 
hence a political crusade in the nuneteonth century, and in the United States of America, 
against Catholic and foreign born, is neither justified by the past history or the future prospects 
of the country, nor in unison with the spirit of toleration and enlarged freedom which peculiarly 
distinguishes the American system of popular government. 

Resclved, That we reiterate with rcnev/ed energy of purpo'^e, the well considered declara- 
tions of former conventions upon the seolibnal is^ue of dume5;tic shivery, and concerning the 
reserved rights of the States. 

1, That Congress has no poiver under the <''orstiiution to intcjfere v;ith or control the 
doinrsftc ii\'^ti!utii>!if; i-.TtJie severii] States, and that sui-h States are the sole and proper judges 
of evrrythiiig aj;peita.niiig to their own affairs, not proiiibited by the Constitution •, that ail 
efforts of the aboiitionisls, or othe.'-s, made to induce Congress to interfere with questions of 



slavery, or to- take incipient steps in: relation -thereto j aro ealculatod to lead to the most 
alarmiivg ^nd dtirigorous conseitilences ; and that ail such; elibrts have an inevitahlo tendency 
to dimihifc'h the happiness of the people, aiid endanger tho stability and pennanency of the 
l/nionj ritid blight hot to bo countontlnced' by any friend of our political institutions. 

2, That the foregoing proposition^over&,-and'wa8 -jritended to embrace, the 'wholu^.eubject 
of slavery agitation in' Congress ; 'and therefore, the Democratic party, of the Union, stand- 
ing on this national platform, will abide' by and- adhere to a faithful execution of the acti 
knovvn as the Compromise measures, settled by the Congress of 1^50 ; " th^ act for reclaim- 
ing fugitives from service or labor," included ; which act being' designed to carry out an 
oxprcsH provision of thV Constitution, cattJiot with fidelity thereto, be repealed, or so changed 
ai? to destroy or impair its-eincieiicy. 

3, That the Democratic party will resist all attempts at renewingj in Congress or out of 
it, the agitation, of the slave^i-y tiuesfeion under whatevfer shape or color the attempt may be 
made. . 

4, That the Deinocraiic party wMl faithfully abide by* and uphold the principles laid down 
in the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions of 1798* and in tljo report of Mr. Madison to tha 
Virginia legislature, in 1799 ; that it adopts those principled as cbnsiitutiTig o't'.e of the maiii 
foundations of its political creed, and is resolved to carry them out in their obvious meaning 
and import. - , . 

And that wo may more distinctly meet the issue on which a sectional party, subsisting 
exclusively on slavery agitation, now relies to test the fidelity of the people, north and south, 
to the Constitution aiad the Ujiion — 

1. Resolved, That claiming fellowship with and desiring the co-operation of all who regard 
the pireservat ion of the Union under the Constitution as the paramount issue — and rcpudiatmg 
ail sectional parties and platforms concerning dojnestic slavery, which seek to embroil the 
States and incite to treason and arined resistance to law in the Territorieu, and whose 
avowed purposes, if consiim mated, must end in civil war and disunion — ^the American De- 
mocracy rGCognize and adopt the principles contained in the organic laws establishing the 
Territories of Kansas and I^ebraska, as embodying the only sound and safe solution of tho 
"slavery question " upon which the great national idea of the people of this whole country 
can repose in its determined conservatism of the Union — Non-inteuferencb by Congress 

WITH SLAVERY IN StATE AND TeRIHTORY, OR IN THE DiSTUICT OF COLUMBIA. 

2. That this was the basis of the compromises of 1850— ^confirmed by both the Democratic 
and Whig parties in national conventions — ratified by the people in the election oiLj852 — and 
rightly applied to the organization of Territories in 1854. 

3. That by the uniform applicatioii of this Democratic principle to the organization of ter- 
ritories and to the admission of new States — with or without dorneatic slavery, as the}- may 
elect — the equal rights of all tho States will be preserved intact, the original compacts of the 
Constitution maintained inviolate, and the perpetuity and expansion of this Uruon insured to 
its utmost capacity of embracing in peace and harmony every future American St%te that 
may be constituted or annexed with a republican form of government. 

Resolved, That, we recognize the right of the people of all the Territories, including Kansas 
and Nebraska, acting through the legally and fairly expressed will of a majority of actual 
residents, and whenever tho number of their inhabitant's justifies it, to form a,; iiSiistitution, 
with or without domestic slavery, and be admitted into the Union upon tei'hiS'of perfect 
equality with the other States. 

JReso^ml, finally, That in the view ofthe condition of popular institutions in the Old World, 
(and the da||^erous tendencies of sectional agitation, combined with the attempt to enforce 
civil and r«il^ous disabilities against the rights of acquiring and enjoying citizenship, in our 
own land,) a high and sacred duty is devolved with increased responsibility upon the Demo- 
cratic party of this country, as the party of the Union, to uphold and maintain the rights of 
every State, and thereby the Union of the States ; and to sustain and advance among us 
constitutional liberty, by continuing to resist all monopolies and exclusive legislation for the 
benefit of the tow, at the expense of tho many, and by a vigilant and constant adherence to 
those principles and compromises of the Constitution, which are broad enougli and strong 
enough to embrace and uphold tlio Union as it was, the Union as it is, and the Union as it 
shall bo in tho full expansio'.i ofthe energies and capacity of this great and progressix'e 
^ jople. 

1. Rcsolvedy That there are questions connected with the foreign policy of this country 
which are inferior to domestic question whatever. The time has come for the people of 
the United States to declare themselves in fe vor of free bqhs and progressive free trade through- 
out the world, and, by solemn matiife»lations, to place their moral influence at the side'^of 
their successful exauiple. 

2. Resolved, That our geograp':.!i..'aI and political positiom with reference to the other States 
of this continent, no less than the interest of our commorcn and the development of our 
growing power, requires that w;; should ho.'d as sacred the principles involved in the Monroo 
doctrine ; their bearing and import admit of no misconstruction ; they should be applied with 
unbending rigidity. 

3. Resolved^ That the great K ighv/ay which nature, as well as the assent of tho Stated most 
immediately inleresied in Us niiuntainance, has marked out Tor a free communication, botweem 



,n„ A.u»«c..»a .ho Pacific — '-r„nl"^ 

remilt slioiiU bo escured by a '™«''3' "'^ 'f^Sr^. Lff„cA to imnedo or clog ite -progress 
right U> claim over it, ""^PX^/it S . y . ^1 po* to csUblEfirbctwcof our govern- 
.by any intorlcrci.ce wiU, the 'J''^'™'' ' J "''^ ° dominions it lios. Wo can, under 
rlrcTittcf^rreot? otr'prc^SSST.the aa3,.t.c„t of all .ucstions ar,.., out 

"tiuJ^- That, i. view of Tst&':;.^{s:^^o%''3^'XWc» 

rrSrrirth"*poS?o:'J^^^ -vers^«« pL4. aoro« the 

'"SSfiSl^t «,« Democratic V<'Z^^ "^f^'^^^^ 
proBor effort he made t\>»™'%°"' i^.n "u^^^^ we eropl cd into i's waters tho pro- 

Swf": »U.T.1 tSe troS§.Sty L industry oftho people of 
(my western valleys, and of the Union at }arg<?- ; 



